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“The Play’s the thing !"—Ask for Thomas's Observer. 


Drurp iLane €heatre. 

At this Theatre yesterday evening the entertaiiments were the 

Opera of La Sonnambula, and The Maid of Cashmere. 
Qipmpic Cheatre. 

The Wife,aud TheHighiand Reel, were performed. here last night ; 
Mr Haines bas been the substitute for Mr Charles Kean in the part of 
Leonardo, since the demise of the elder Kean, and has acquitted him- 
self with so much talent, as to fully justify the favorable opinion we 
have expressed of his capabilities. Miss Taylor's Moggy JM’Gilpin 
is a charming performance. 

Adelphi Cheatre. 

The Climbing Boy, The Soldier's Widow, and The Cellar Spectre, 

were performed here last night to a good house. 
7 DHap-market Cheatre. 
Mr Hackett, haviog resumed his engegement at this Theatre for 





three nights, re-appeared last night in Rip Van Winkle, and The — 


Kentuckian, EllenWareham, and TheGalopade were the other pieces. 


As we announced in our yesterday’s number, Kean, the great tra. 
gedian of the age, is no more; at the early age of 45, with a 
naturally strong constitution, he has fallen a victim to an intemperate 
course of life; but peace to his ashes, for though an imprudent he 
was a benevolent man, and as an actor: 

“ Take him for all in all, 
We ne’er shall look upon his like again.” 

He had lain for some time before his death jn a state of lethargy, and 
at last expired without a struggle; Mr Douchez his medical attendant 
(who has been unremitting in his attentions to his expiring friend) and 
MrLee were the only persons present when the awful event took place. 
Mr Charles Kean and his mother, though they had long anticipated 
the result, are in great affliction. It is in contemplation to apply to 
the Dean and Chapter of Westminster Abbey to forgo the customary 
fees, and to allow his mortal remains to be placed by the side of his 
immortal predecessor Gasrick. The following brief sketch of Mr 
Kean’s career may not be unacceptable to our readers: 

He was born in Castle Street, Leicester Square, on the 4th of Nov. 
1787, which makes him 45 years of age last November, but Kean 
himself invariably said that he was born on the 17th of March 1790. 
His father was Aaron Kean, a tailor, brother to Mosey Kean, the fa» 
famous ventriloquist ; his mother was Miss Carey, daughter of Saville 
Carey. Though we believe there is no doubt that these were his true 
parents, Kean had an idea that he was a natural son of the late Duke 
of Norfolk, by Miss Tidswel), the actress, who was in reality his aunt. 














THE THEATRICAL OBSERVER. 


As soon as little Kean was able to walk he was placed in pantomimic 
characters in Drury Lane Theatre. At 13 years of age he played 
under the name of Carey, Hamlet, Cato, &c. at a small Theatre in 
Yorkshire, and shortly after spoke Satan’s Address to the Sun at the 
Windsor Theatre, before the Royal Family. Dr. Drury then placed 
him at Eton for three years, after which he went to Edinburgh, and 
played 20 nights with great applause. From this time he travelled 
through most of the proviacial theatres, wotil ia 1814 he was seea by 
Mr Arnold, then manager of Drury Lane, at Dorchester, who imme- 
diately engaged him. On Kean’s arrival in town, the committee, disap~ 
pointed in his appearance, blamed Arnold for his precipitancy. After 
some obstacles, however, Kean made his début in Shylock, Jan. 27, 
1814, and rose at once to the highest pinnacle of fame, and saved the 


Theatre from ruin. 
Fashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer. : 

Dear Ma Evitor—Jast wish to say a word—beg pardon, hope I don’t in- 
trude—but will you excuse me, I have to mention, that 1’vé arranged so as to 
rub shoulders with my friends, and the fashionable world, at one or other of 
the Grand Lounges about town. 

Monday, call at the Queen’s Bazaar, 73, Oxford Street, which has become 
a most fashionable lounge, to see Mr D. Robert’s Grand Picture of The De- 
peers of the Israelites out of Egypt, painted expressly for the occasion, with 

ioramic effect, and from its magnitude, occupying the space of Four Diorama 
Views, surpasses in grandeur of design, execution and scriptural interest, 
every former Exhibition ofthe sort The Physiorama of 14 beautiful new Views 
joined to the Diorama, makes it the most attractive in London for One Shilling. 

Tuesday, stroll to the Diorama, in the Regent’s-park, to see the two new 
views—Paris, from Montmartre, and the Campo Santo—which surpass in har- 
mony of colouring, fidelity to nature, and general effect, all the previous 
exhibitions ; and at once prove how far human skill can carry this wonderful 
species of pictorial delusion. 

But stop, { must just run to that well established emporium of fashion The 
Western Exchange Bazemr, Old Bond Street, all my country cousins are wait- 
ing for my opinion before they make their purchases ;—and then we visit, inthe 
gallery above, that astonishing specimen of human industry, The Model of 
London, where every man may find his own dwelling, if he has one.—120,000 
Houses ! !—140 Churches! ! 

Must drop iu again and again to the Gallery of British Artists, in Suffolk-st. 
my taste as an amateur, and my pride 4s an Englishman, being equally gratified 
by the decided improvement visible in our native artists. The walls are covered 
with admirable pictures—some perfect bijouz ! 

Oh! I must tell you of a most wonderful Exhibition at No. 238. Regent-st. 
the Industrious Fleas, where a quantity of Fleas are dancing, playing musi- 
eal instruments, all dressed like ladies and gentlemen; some drawing coaches, 
elephants, &c.—By the bye I had a lucky escape there, I was nearly shot by a 
Flea, only there was no ball in the cannon. 

Being caught in a storm, and having forgot my umbrella, Geages into 
Mullins & Go’s. Cloth Warehouse, 419, Oxford Street, to buy some Cloth for 
a Cloak, and was so struck with the superior quality and cheapness of their 
cloths, that I bought myself enough for a complete suit, aud recommend my 
frieads to try the same market. 

On Friday, 1 examine Miss Linwood’s curious Needle-Work, in Leicester 
Square—just added other beautiful specimens of her art. 

Saturday, I occasionally pop into the Jewish Synagogue, and hear some ex- 
cellent singing. My Hebrew friend, Moey Abrahams, imputes the remarkable 
exemption of his nation from the prevailing disorder to the use of the 
Passover Rum, which is to be had genuine, only at Brerr’s, 109, Drury Lane. 

Last night I had a puszler ;—just as 1 wes putting on my night-cap, ,, Paul,” 
said Mrs. Pry, ‘what is more brilliant thaa Peake’s wit, or blacker than Miss 
Love’s eyes? I made a hit-—Warren’s Jet Blacking!—Isn’t that a goad one ?— 
but Tititrude, beg pardon, your’s, &c. PAUL PRY. 























Theatre Royal, Olympic. 


The Performers of the Theatre Royal, Covent Garden, most respeetfully beg 
leave to anneunce to the Public, that the Lessee having terminated his Season 
at an early period, they have, upon an application, unanimously made, re- 
ceived a License to continue their Performances until the usual number of 
nights shall have been completed at the Olympic Theatre, which will accord- 
ingly continue Open, on their own Responsibility. 


By Special Desire. 


This Evening, (19th time,) a new Play, in Five Acts, called 


THE WIFE; 


A TALE OF MANTUA. 


Written by Mr Sheridan Knowles. 


Leonardo Gonzaga,? Princes of iin HAINES, 
Ferrardo Gonzaga, Mantua, ?Mr WARDE, 
Count Florio, Mr DIDDEAR, __. 
Julian St. Pierreys Mr SHERIDAN KNOWLES, 
Antonio, (a Curate) Mr G. BENNETT, 
Lorenzo, (an Advocate of Rome) Mr ABBOTT, 
Advocate of Mantua, Mr HENRY, 
Hugo, (Guardian to Mariana) Mr RANSFORD, 
- Bartolo, Mr MEADOWS, 
Bernardo, Mr TURNOUR, Carlo, Mr BARNES, | 
Pietro, Mr PAYNE, 
Officer, Mr Mears, Cosmo, Mr Irwin, 
Mariana, Miss E. TREE,  Filoribel, Miss LEE. 


AFTER THE PLAY, 


AN ADDRESS 
Written expressly for the occasion by Mr SHERIDAN KNOWLES, 
will be spoken by Mr WARDE. 











To conclude with the Farce of 


® e * 
Capt. Galliard .....cccccccccceee Mr DURUSET, 
Grubbleton, Mr F. MATTHEWS, 
Roscius Alldross........+.- Mr MITCHELL, 


Neddy Bray, Mr LISTON, 
Hempseed, MrMEADOWS, Dcddle, MrBARNES, 
First Man, Mr Mears, Second Man, Mr Irwin, 


Third Man, Mr Addison, Clerk, Mr Heath, 
Waiters, Mess. J. Cooper, Bender, Turnour. 
Maria, Miss LEE, rs Mouser, Mrs DALY, 
Dora Mumwell, MrsGIBBS, Betty, MrsBrown. 

















Having been most graciously pleased to permit the German Operas to be an- 
nounced under Her Royal Patronage, 


This Evening, (for the 5th Time on the English Stage) Beethoven’s 
celebrated Opera of 


FIDELIO. 


With New Scenery, Machinery, Dresses, and Decorations. 
Upwards of Fifty Chorus Singers, inclading the best introduced last Season at 
the King’s Theatre, are engaged, and will be under the direction of HERR 
DE ROSSI, Director of the Music, who will preside at the Piano-Forte.— 
HERR CHELARD, Maitre de Chappelle de.'S. M. Le Roi de TAFE 
? 


Dox Fernando, (State Minister) Herr SCHAF 
DonPizarro,(Governor of thePrison)HerrDOBLER, 
Florestan,. (State Prisoner) Herr HAITZINGER, 
Rocque, (the Gaoler) Herr VETZ, 
Jacquino,(Porter of the Prison) HerrSHIANSKI. 
Leonoro, (called Fidelio) Madame 8S. DEVRIENT, 
Marcelline, Madame MEISSINGER. 

Guards, Prisoners, Peasants, &c. 


The following is a List of the Chorus Engaged 
Dem. Moor, Dem. Kuth, Dem. Boroosky, Dem. Moor, Dem. Heigse, Dem. 
Hergen, Dem. Kuth, Dem. Mansfeld, Dem. Stehle, Dem. Mansfeld. 
Madame Spangenberg, Madame Kikebusch, Madame Hofmann, &c. &c. 
HerrSpiegal. HerrCronan, Herr Hofmann, HerrSteiafauez, HerrKikebusch, 

err Vogler, Herr Meissinger, Herr Kern, Herr Wogwosa, &c. 
Herr Gunther, Herr Hoppe, Herr Cromer. Herr Euling, &c. &c. &c. &e. 
Leader of the Band, Mr T. COOKE, Prempter, HerrSCHEMER. 








To conclude with the Farce of 


ey e 
My Wife! What Wife? 
Capt. Hector Tempest, (of the Navy) Mr FARREN, 
Simon Pym, Mr HARLEY, : 
Capt.HectorTempest,(of the Dragoons)Mr COOPER, 
lunt, Mr BEDFORD, ° ‘Staunch, Mr BALLS, 
Thomas, Mr YARNOLD. Allsauce, Mr AYLIFFE, 


Louisa, Miss FAUCIT, 
Lady Longpurse, MrsC.JONES, Nurse,MrsBROAD. 
4o-morrow, La Sonnambula. nN 
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